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Jont autborship in this iustance bns produccd
a strong, well-compaeted novel. Tt is principally
o study of that Fuglish clrss which Mr, Matthew
Armnold called the Parbmrians, and the qualities
which Justify that title have seldom been more
strikingly illustrated than in * The Scoond Son.”
Such people as Mr. Mitford and his three sons
are so largely the product of institutions thnt their |
dominant eharacteristics micht be sought vainly
in any other ecuntry than Kngland. It is not in-
deed the Iaw of primogeniture which furnishes
the leading motive here, but it is none the less the
question of snocesslon : and the wny in which um
Acstinies of & family mav he sweyed and meanld=A
by the stupidity. passion ot caprice of a tymnnical,
and unsgmpsthetic mther alionds opporiuiily tor
strong and moving situations. The second son,
Edmund, while very mueh the best man of his
family, is after all rather a pessive than an active
hero.  Te shows Limself capable of a flue devotion
and a generous renuneiation, but one cannot but |
foe] that in refusing to supplant his elder hrother |
when he knew that. failing him, the suceession '
would poss to Stephen, the hlack sheep of the
family, he manifested an unsatisfactory short-
sightedness.

!
Rager, the natural heir, is subtly ocnceived. U

Nis passion for Lily Ford is romantic with the
romance which perhaps is only possible to A man
of mature years, when he has heen brought up in
leading strings and withont worldly experience.
Roger's innocence is eurionsly exhibited in the !
practical ignoring of the effect of his disinherit-
anee upon his future Tt does mot seem to him
that the total deprivation of fortune ought to
make the lesst difference in his plans. or in the
foelings of the gitl he loves. A more experlenced
person, one who knew what poverty was and
realized the enormous difficulty, for & young man |
bred In luxury, of making a living and a home
for any woman, would have been held hack by
the reflection that he was imperilling the happl-
ness, certainly the comfort, of the object of his
paesion. Hoger does not think of this at all. but
pursues his way with unabated ardor and confl-
dence.  There is, however, one point in his course
which seems to us to strain probahility. When
his declaration to Lilg hnd only elicited expres-
sions of fright and confusion from ber: when she
hastened to get away from him: when, the pext
day, he found that she sull shonned him: surely |
{t was not altogether natural for him to proceed |
to London in the unshaken eonvietion that she
would eonsent to be his wife.

From this point the story marches forward with
something of the steadiness and pitilessness of o
Greek tragedy,  All the things which ought to be
foi] of fruition. All the things which ouzht not
to be happen. The fate of poor Roger is in itself
not wholly a caulamity. His day-dream wns
shattered thonegh he passed awny without know-
ing it. But the substitution of the bratal egotist
Stephien for the self-sacrilicing, tender-conscivneed
Edmund, snd the catastrophe which results in
estoblishing the wrong done in his moment of
passion by the despotic hend of the family, are
grim reproductions of these perplexing events in
real life which make men doubt the presence of
any overruling power, Nothing ean be more true to
human vicissitudes.  The grim response to the
busy, presciont worldling, full of his plans for the
future—" Thau fool! This night shall thy soul he
required of thee!” —is repeated day by day In &
thousand forms, “ When the house is finished,
Death enters,” the Turkish proverb puts it: and
the masters of fictlon have ever comprebended
their ort too well to palliate the actual order of |
things merely for the sake of sparing their renders
an uncomfortable feeling. The eynle Stephen
cows his frnscible and unreasomable father and |
hos his own way. The loyal, respectful Edmund
js punishgd for his virtnes Even when he re-
fuses to take Roger's pinee, through pure brovher-
Iy love and integrity, Lis menunclation works unly
evil, for it puts in power a heartless, selfish,
viclous seamp, and disables the honorable man
from employing a great property beneticently.

While the suthors have deseribed a kiund of
wen whose nature it is w be so self- coutalned
and reserved mmong themsclves that their habit
of mind mwight casily be mistaken for callousness, |
and thelr exterual brusquerie for mere llﬂul’mh-l
ness, by those who did not know them, ﬂll‘\. nre
here shown us capable of fecling
strong passion, when oecasion arises. i | l_n' regdism |
of Mrs. Oliphant and Mr. Aldrich does not go the
length of excluding enher romauce or -—muuun.l
The world us they sec it is as full of pussion #s it |
ever wus and us full also of pleturesqueness and
ideality.  Custom, convention, eluss truditions,
may and do encrust the centrul tirvs with so solid
an ucerction that the careless observer may col-
glude the volcauo to be extinet; but more pene-
trating observation deteets the lutent eucrgy, and
rightly iufers that when the suftieing impalse is
given the suspeuded activities wil] be resumed.

It must not be supposed from what we have
said that * The Second Son” is s solemn story. It
is difieult to follow & faithful study of mal life
without feeling anew the perplexity of the in- |
goluble probiems whioh confront us cvery dny, but
that does not detract from the enjoyment of the
bumor which Is so intimately blended with sudness |

in the sctual and which the true arvist will ke | o

There is in
The sur-

eare not to eaclude from his pleture.
this bouk plenty of checrful matter.
prising evelution of littde Nina, the neglecwed,
mothetless girl of the Mitford fumily, 1uto a con- |
firmed and eager gossip, under the truiuing of the
servants' hall, Is a case in point.  Another capital
chamoterization is that of Mrs Travers I'nx
also has her amusing side, and the old lawyer,
Gavelkind, js o decidediy geminl person, with
obvivus capabilities in the line of ligiht comedy.
Elizabetls Travers is perhups hardly o finsshed
personation, but (ecsh, Lright, simple and lovable,
80 far us we are permitted to know ber.  Lily was |
a diflicult study in the very nature of things, bub
8 suceessful oue. - Notbing better could bhave re- !
sulted frum ber bringing up, and but for u solid
foundation of mhented pride aund purity, some-
thing {mmensurbly worse must bave been
evolved. Her esoape from Stephen is possibly oo
fortunate & chuance 1o be ultogether matnrml, bat
in Sction there must be permitted & certain Lovnse,
and, moreever, since everytiing does Lappen, even
though sowe things happen oftencr than others,
the end of Lily's adventure may be defended us
artistic.

It is a proof of the power and skill of the story |
thut the reader in closing it regrets the turn of
events which leaves Steplen Mitford prosperous,
impudent and with & fuir wind to fill his salls
That is how we all feel when we sce 8 bad man
sucoeeding in life, and & movel which calls into
action one of the healthicst and most saving in-
stinets possessed by civilized man deserves o e
consilered & good one, :nmm&um

lum
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S James Dodds, platutiff, agalnst Clara Baro de Soler,
Antendant.

Bummona  Trial desired In the County of New-York.

To the ahove named defendant

You am herehy summoned to answor tha eamplaint
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J s oompetent eook In & stxlish private family ; none
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elives M US, e h 106 Fawn | st near 4 heave

(CHAMBERMAID and WATTRESS, Ry a
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West 42d=t, 823 p m : Jay- .l. A1 p m., dally for
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Time tables, tlekets, &eo., at 207, 307, 044, 1,525 Hroad.
way. 717 Gih-ave, 134 Enst 126th-st, 204 West 1200h-dty
New-York. 3. C. ANDERSON, G. P. A,
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